
11

Above: Cover of Moroccan independent visual arts journal 
Souffles Issue 7-8, published in 1967. Reproduced courtesy of 
Bibliothèque Nationale du Royaume du Maroc.

Your guide to The Media Majlis,  
its exhibitions and programs

Special Edition
Spring 2021

The Media Majlis is a museum open to all, exploring media, communication and journalism  mediamajlis.northwestern.edu

POP  
Power of 
Protest
February 20–March 27, 2021

Power of Protest (POP) is an exhibition of 
creatives speaking from and to the Middle 
East and North Africa (MENA), exploring the 
transformative power of media in giving protest 
form, function and impact. The medium must 
adapt and change, in order for a message to 
reach its intended audience—this is where 
creativity lies. 

The message may call for greater access, 
visibility, representation and equality for 
communities. It may call for a re-drawing of 
boundaries of ownership and a re-naming of 
territories and terminologies. In POP discover four 
discussions about powerful media and consider 
YOUR relationship to protest. 

POP takes up a discussion on dissent 
that started in spring 2020 when The Media 
Majlis opened the exhibition From Visionaries 
to Vloggers: media revolutions in the Middle 
East. This discussion was paused briefly by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, when the museum closed  
its doors in March 2020. 

However, the message of dissent was not 
stopped short. Who could have foreseen how 
significant protest would become in 2020 on 
the world’s stage, when the biggest civil rights 
protests since 1967 took place as a transnational 
movement against racial injustice? The buildup 
to summer 2020 was momentous, as many 
navigated a watershed cultural moment where 
people considered that accounts of history that 
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they grew up with were not neutral. The year also 
brought landmark protests against climate change 
in London, mass civil disobedience in Hong Kong, 
and marches against police brutality in Nigeria. 

With many people #stayinghome, much 
of the dialogue and debate took place online. 
It is timely that we are taking up our discussion 
on dissent almost one year on, positioned from 
our global community in Doha. 2020 may not 
be a year many remember fondly, but it was 
an important milestone for communities and 
museums that are part of them, to honor those 
who mobilize change through testing the limits  
of freedom of expression and in doing so, making 
the future. 

We offer a range of discussions, screenings and 
talks to accompany our exhibitions. Join us for 
three programs this spring exploring aspects of 
POP. Our programs are open to all, free-of-charge 
and include simultaneous translation. Full details 
and information on speakers and participants,  
and tickets can be found on our website:  
mediamajlis.northwestern.edu

The Politics of Listening 
February 23, 2021 
Join us for an evening with Christoph Cox in 
discussion with artist Lawrence Abu Hamdan and 
poet and archivist Arash Saedinia as they discuss 
how we listen.
> 6:30pm, Zoom Webinar

Covering Dissent 
March 9, 2021 
Join us for an evening with curator René de 
Guzman in conversation with producer Suhad 
Babaa, curator Catherine Morris and journalist 
Ramzy Baroud.
> 6:30pm, Zoom Webinar
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Welcome to Northwestern Qatar. We invite you to explore POP across the ground floor of  
our building.

Northwestern Qatar is an active and vibrant community and we welcome all visitors to engage 
with us and our home. Make use of the free wifi, take a seat to relax and feel free to capture your 
experience in pictures. In respect for local cultural norms, please be considerate of other people 
using the space and ask for permission before including anyone in your photos.  

Further details about access and facilities can be found below and on our website.
If you have any questions, please speak with our staff at the main entrance information desk.

In POP discover four discussions across the ground floor of Northwestern Qatar on powerful  
media and consider your relationship to protest.

The Commons
All Power to the Poster

Forum 
Library of Dissent

Media Wall
Power and Protest: Society, Politics and Creative Media

Atrium
The Future if Female

Wheelchair access and accessibility
The Media Majlis, along with the whole of the 
building, is wheelchair accessible, including all 
bathrooms. 

Wifi
Free wifi access is available in the building.  
On your mobile device, with wifi switched  
on, select Guest-NUQ-Majlis from the available 
services and accept the terms of service  
to connect. 

No smoking
The whole of the building is no smoking 
(including electronic and traditional cigarettes, 
pipes and cigars). 

Bags and luggage
Neither The Media Majlis nor Northwestern 
Qatar has coat check or baggage storage 
facilities. No luggage or oversized backpacks 
are allowed into the building. Security 
personnel may request to inspect any bag 
upon entry to the building.

Welcome to Northwestern
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