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Welcome to Northwestern Qatar. Equipped with state-of-the-art technology, production facilities 
and classrooms, NU-Q is one of the largest campuses for media and communication anywhere in 
the world.

We invite you to explore the ground floor. Visit an exhibition at The Media Majlis, take a break in the 
Forum and watch the Media Wall with a hot or cold drink, visit the library, browse our Bookstore,  
or go outside to enjoy the courtyards and adjacent Oxygen Park.

We are an active and vibrant community and we welcome all visitors to engage with us and our 
home. Make use of the free wifi, take a seat to relax, and feel free to capture your experience in 
pictures. Out of respect for local cultural norms, please be considerate of other people using the 
space and ask permission before including anyone in your photos.

More details about access and facilities can be found below. If you have any queries, please speak 
to our staff at the information desk opposite the main entrance or, for more information about our 
facilities, please visit our website at mediamajlis.northwestern.edu.

Wheelchair access and accessibility
The Media Majlis, along with the whole of the 
Northwestern Qatar building, is wheelchair 
accessible, including all bathrooms and drinking 
fountains. Motorized wheelchairs and service 
animals are welcome. Please visit the museum’s 
website to find out more about accessibility.

Wi-Fi
Free internet is available in the building.  
On your mobile device, with wifi switched on,  
select Guest-NUQ-Majlis from the available
services and accept the terms of service  
to connect.

Resources and recycling
As a LEED Gold–certified building,  
we encourage resource-efficiency and recycling. 
Recycling bins are located in all public areas.

CCTV
CCTV is used throughout the Northwestern 
Qatar building as part of an integrated 
approach to safety and security, as well as a 
way of improving the visitor experience.

No-smoking
The whole of Northwestern Qatar is non-
smoking (no electronic or traditional cigarettes, 
pipes or cigars).

Bags and luggage
Neither The Media Majlis nor Northwestern 
Qatar has coat check or baggage storage 
facilities. No luggage or oversized backpacks 
are allowed in the building. Security personnel 
may ask to inspect any bag upon entry to  
the building.

Welcome to Northwestern
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Program calendar
All programs listed are open to the public.  Tickets are required for all programs.  

> Visit the Exhibitions and Programs page of our website for further details on programs and 
participants, and for tickets. 

>  All programs during fall 2022 will take place at Northwestern Qatar, and will include 
simultaneous translation. 

> On program evenings, the exhibition is open until 6:30pm.

Sign Language interpretation (ASL and ArSL) may be requested for programs.  
Please contact the museum well in advance of the program to discuss this service.  
You are welcome to bring an interpreter with you—please let us know ahead  
of time and we will ensure that appropriate seating is reserved. 

August
Tues

9
Discussion
The Green Sheen
Over the last decade, words such as sustainability, ecofriendly, and 
zero-emissions have dominated sports communication and media 
conversations. But what do they mean? Critics suggest ‘sports 
washing’ and ‘greenwashing,’ i.e., using feel-good initiatives to 
deflect attention from more severe issues, are at play. This discussion 
brings together a group of experts to debate whether countries are 
deploying tactics or if there is a genuine commitment to the cause.
This program includes questions from the audience, simultaneous translation, 

and tickets are required.

> 6:30pm, Projection Theatre 

For further details on all programs and exhibitions visit the Exhibitions and Programs page  
of our website, mediamajlis.northwestern.edu

Tues
13

Discussion 
Are eSports Real?
There are few current trends in media and entertainment that are as 
dramatic and fast-growing as eSports. Currently worth over a billion 
dollars globally, eSports provides unparalleled access for everyone 
across the globe to participate, connect, and enjoy. We know, 
however, that big business comes at a hefty price and therefore 
eSports needs to be taken more seriously. This discussion will ask 
how a phenomenon—growing out of the humble origins of arcade 
tournaments and online game play-throughs—became a multi-
billion-dollar industry, and at what price?
This program includes questions from the audience, simultaneous translation, 

and tickets are required. 

> 6:30pm, Projection Theatre

September

October
Tues

11
Discussion
Muted Discrimination 
Look at almost any sport; you can uncover injustice, inequality, 
and a lack of diversity and inclusion. The failure to hold institutions 
accountable has served as a petri dish for growing unjust systematic 
sentiments. But who’s the watchdog here? Is it the responsibility of 
the media to monitor and keep a check on people and institutions 
in power? This discussion focuses on the different shapes 
discrimination takes in sports, which are not necessarily highlighted 
in mainstream media, and asks the ultimate question: why? 
This program includes questions from the audience, simultaneous translation, 

and tickets are required.

> 6:30pm, Projection Theatre 

Tues
8

Film screening 
The Workers Cup
For the first time, The Workers Cup will be screened in Qatar. 
Through the power of football, this film gives a voice to guest 
workers who have worked building the infrastructure for the 
largest sporting event on the planet while competing in a football 
tournament of their own. Exploring universal themes of ambition, 
aspiration, and masculinity, The Workers Cup promotes empathy for 
migrant workers in Qatar and worldwide. 
2017, English with Arabic subtitles, color, 92mins.
Tickets are required. 

> 6:30pm, Projection Theatre

November 

Right: The team in the changing room before  
a big match. Left to right: Kenneth,  

David, Binumon, Purna, Umesh, and Padam. 
Image courtesy of The Workers Cup LLC. 
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The world is very different from when we started developing Is it a beautiful game? 
two years ago. Intending to bring untold and lesser-heard stories to the fore, 
embracing under-represented communities and challenging standard narratives, we 
set out to bring attention to topics not often discussed in football-related exhibitions. 
Our aim was to look behind the glossy cover at the relationship between the media 
and the football industry. 

taken a stance to be part of these conversations to create debates, engage in 
dialogue and help change the game for the greater good.

Today, we live in a complicated world with lots of noise and uncertainty. 
For this reason, the stories and themes you discover aim to animate and 
speculate, tell things differently, and help facilitate conversations in a spirit of 
openness, allowing for the expansion of thinking and discovery of alternative 
viewpoints. 

Remember, it is impossible to include everything—the velocity of football 
and media does not allow this. Instead, stories that are a matter of concern 
will let you pause and consider the often-undiscussed aspects of industries 
embedded so deeply within our modern-day life. 

showIng off Is no way 
to show off

In striving for inclusive narratives, we faced some opposition. It became 
clear that when you attempt to move the needle, engage in much-needed 
conversations, and include multiple sides of a story, some do not want to ‘play 
ball,’ and while that is their prerogative, it results in missed opportunities.  

We know that not every visitor will engage with every aspect of the 
exhibition, and some will not notice the omissions we are aware of, but 
when you visit and move through the space, we encourage you to identify 
the gaps in the narratives and ask yourself why certain things are missing 
and why some football and media community members are not present. 
Similarly, consider the vast collection of physical and digital items included 
and acknowledge the contributors, creators and lenders that have actively 



33

Codifying the Game (Post Match)
Today, football is all about data. Numbers are 
everywhere and help provide the narrative, the 
drama and the conversation. From managers 
in the locker room to commentators in the 
newsroom and fans on social media, match 
statistics, player performance, and historical 
results are used to analyze every action, both 
on and off the pitch. Based on this data, players 
are bought, sold, loved or reviled. Spread across 
multiple screens, this is a story of a single football 
match told entirely through numbers.

makIng the most out  
of your vIsIt...

What’s the actual cost of the game?  
(Off the Pitch)
This explainer film questions the lucrative 
relationship between football and media 
broadcasting rights and considers the cost for 
a fan to follow their favorite team, whether in 
the stadium or at home on TV. The film unveils 
fans’ relationships with football, centered around 
commercialism and consumerism masked as 
casual and harmless entertainment. We invite 
you to pause and consider the possible question: 
has football and media created a consumer fan? 
and contemplate if fandom is being exploited by 
mediated football. When the game matters to 
billions of people, it ceases to be just a game, but 
rather a multi-billion-dollar political catalyst. 

Is it a beautiful game? evolves through themes—Off the Pitch, Mixed Zone,  
and Post-Match—inspired by the conventional physical, virtual, and socio-political 
environments whereby media, football professionals, and fans converge. Each zone 
brings a distinctive character reminiscent of its relation between football and media 
but contains multiple threads and storylines. Below are three suggestions of ways 
you can start your journey. 

Where do you stand? (Mixed Zone)
Here, a group of university graduates share 
their honest and personal views on a series of 
topics realted to football and media. The film 
Where do you stand? uses prompts to challenge 
people to discuss their opinion and take a 
stance on a spectrum of choices from strongly 
agree to strongly disagree. While sharing their 
views and challenging different opinions, the 
gradutes are able to unpack loaded questions 
and share insights based on personal experience, 
demonstrating that there is always another side. 
Sometimes they even change their position.  
Join in and share where you stand. 

Post Match Mixed Zone Off the Pitch
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OPENING HOURS
When exhibitions are open the museum 
welcomes visitors:

Saturday–Wednesday 10am—5pm

Closed on Thursdays and Fridays

See our website for information on group 
and private visits

LOCATION
The Media Majlis can be found on the ground 
floor of Northwestern Qatar, located in Education 
City between Georgetown University in Qatar 
and the College of Islamic Studies, opposite the 
Sidra Medical and Research Center. We are a two-
minute walk from Qatar National Library and its 
metro stop.  

TRANSPORTATION AND PARKING
The building has ample parking within easy 
walking distance and a drop-off area outside. 
Before visiting, please check our website’s 
Visit the Museum page for full directions and 
details. 

FACILITIES
Please see the floorplan in the center of this guide 
for details about the facilities in the building. 
Further information can be found on our website.

CONTACT  
Please visit our website for further information 
on exhibitions, programs and other ways to 
engage with the museum. 

mediamajlis.northwestern.edu

To inquire about any aspect of The Media Majlis, 
please email: mediamajlis@northwestern.edu  
or call +974 4454 5000 and select option 2.

SOCIAL MEDIA
Follow us on:
Twitter @themediamajlis
Instagram @themediamajlis
Facebook MediaMajlis

  

The Media Majlis at Northwestern University 
in Qatar is a museum dedicated to exploring 
journalism, communication and media. Through 
exhibitions, publications, programs and online 
resources we engage with themes that connect 
audiences to an ever-changing media landscape. 
Our interactive exhibition space uses digital 
technologies to challenge standard narratives and 
provide 360-degree views on global, regional and 
local stories. We aspire to represent the diversity 
of voices, perspectives, events and people that 
contributes to the evolving media world that 
surrounds and affects us all.

As a museum we believe there is always 
another side. The Media Majlis is an active 
space where visitors can participate, comment 
and engage. We do not simply collect and 
commemorate media and journalism in its 
physical forms, we create opportunities to explore 
and interact with its content and messages. 
Our exhibitions are a place where visitors can 
interrogate and be inspired by all forms of media, 
challenging preconceptions, delving into the why? 
and to what end?, not just the when? or the how? 

Since opening to the public in spring 2019 the 
museum’s exhibitions and programs have explored 
discussions ranging from the portrayals of Arab 
identity in film, to the changing uses of media 
in social change and by those who aim to bring 

issues and social awareness to wider audiences, 
and how smartphones have impacted journalism 
and the newsroom.

The museum is located in the Northwestern 
Qatar building in Education City. Inspired by Her 
Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, The Media 
Majlis is a central component of Northwestern 
Qatar, its educational mission and building. The 
Media Majlis is open to everyone—its presence 
extends Northwestern’s commitment to deliver 
a holistic education and to provide a site for 
learning and enjoyment for all residents of and 
visitors to Qatar.  

Welcome to the first 
media museum in the 
Arab world 

The Media Majlis follows and upholds all international 
museum best practice standards for the care, handling, 
provenance and attribution of objects, physical and digital. 
If you have information concerning an exhibition object or 
an update to an attribution, please contact the museum’s 
Registrar at mediamajlis@northwestern.edu or  
call +974 4454 5000.
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Your guide to The Media Majlis,  
its exhibitions and programs
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The Media Majlis is a museum open to all, exploring media, communication and journalism  mediamajlis.northwestern.edu

Is It a beautIful 
game?

Football. Soccer. Kurat Al Qadam. Fútbol. The 
names vary, but the game is the same. It’s played 
everywhere. In every village and city. In every 
country. On every continent. Love it or loath it, 
football is the most popular sport on the planet. 
It is considered a microcosm of our world: an 
avatar of social dilemmas, mirroring highs and 
lows, challenges and successes, struggles and 
triumphs, wins and losses.

Once every four years, football even affects 
the way we think about our national identity.  
This year, journalists will compete to mediate  
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022™ tournament to 
the world.

Is it a beautiful game? is an exhibition that 
shines a spotlight on a relationship like no other: 
the symbolic bond between the media and the 
football industry.  

Accompanying Is it a beautiful game? is a full-
color English and Arabic publication focusing on 
the sound of sport. The latest edition of Voices 
and Conversations seeks to understand how sport 
can be manipulated to sound better than reality. 
Interviews and essays range from questioning 
the use of fake crowd noise, the importance of 
sound in simulated fantasy sports games, and 
how the absence of cheer can affect performance, 
participation, and enjoyment, through to 
Manchester City Captain, Fernandinho sharing his 
experience with racial discrimination and the role 
of the media. Copies can be purchased from the 
Northwestern Qatar Bookstore.  

The Sound of Sport  
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The Media Majlis is hosting a series of public 
programs discussing and exploring themes 
related to the fall 2022 exhibition. These include 
discussions with leading academics, subject 
specialists, journalists and thought leaders, and 
even a film screening.  All programs take place 
at Northwestern Qatar in the university’s state-
of-the-art Projection Theatre. A full calendar can 
be found on page 5. Visit our website for more 
information and to secure your ticket. 
mediamajlis.northwestern.edu. 

Events at The Media Majlis

MAJLIS
August 3–November 12, 2022


