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This spring Unraveling Persuasion is accompanied 
by two public programs. See page 3 and visit our 
website for more information including bios of 
speakers. 
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The Media Majlis is a museum open to all, exploring media, communication and journalism  mediamajlis.northwestern.edu

What is it, exactly, that makes us buy or buy into 
something? What compels us to act, take note or 
take sides? Unraveling Persuasion explores the 
origins and impact of persuasion from pervasive 
advertising to mass mind manipulation. 

For centuries, theories of persuasion 
have been the subject of philosophy and 
linguistics, psychology and behavioral science, 
communication studies, art, and design. But how 
much do we really know about the powers of 
persuasion? As individuals and societies, how 
conscious are we of the multiple roles it plays in 
our daily lives? 

Rather than attempting to define persuasion, 
this exhibition opens it up for interrogation. 
Interact with the persuasive messaging that 
envelops our lives and explore the contexts 
in which it operates. Are you ready to start 
unraveling persuasion?  Programs at The Media Majlis  
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While visiting the museum take a look in the 
university Bookstore, located next to the main 
entrance information desk. The Bookstore 
features a range of Media Majlis and Northwestern 
merchandise and publications. 

A multi-authored publication accompanies 
Unraveling Persuasion. This edition of the 
museum’s Voices and Conversations series 
brings together writers and discussions from 
Qatar, Egypt, and across Europe to reflect 
upon persuasion from a range of cultural and 
disciplinary perspectives. Interviews with leading 
academics explore the theories underpinning 
persuasion, while historians and creative 
practitioners explore its application in publicity, 
advertising, typography, photography, and design. 
The publication is available in Arabic and English.

This volume presents, beautifully and 
informatively, the rich diversity of constructive 
contributions to the study of persuasion.
Robert B. Cialdini, Author of Influence and  
Pre-Suasion 

The Bookstore is open to everyone during Media 
Majlis open hours. 

Bookstore & Publication 
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Era Without Era, 2012. Courtesy of Christto Sanz and Andrew Dosunmu.

More information on this exhibition can be  
found on the Exhibitions & Programs page of  
our website.
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OPENING HOURS
When exhibitions are open the museum 
welcomes visitors:

Saturday 10am—5pm
Sunday—Wednesday 12:30pm—5pm 

Closed on Thursdays and Fridays

See our website for information on group and 
private visits

LOCATION
The Media Majlis can be found on the ground 
floor of Northwestern Qatar, located in Education 
City between Georgetown University in Qatar 
and the College of Islamic Studies, opposite the 
Sidra Medical and Research Center. We are a two-
minute walk from Qatar National Library and its 
metro stop. 

TRANSPORTATION AND PARKING
The building has ample parking within easy 
walking distance and a drop-off area outside. 
Before visiting, please check our website’s 
Visit the Museum page for full directions and 
details.  

FACILITIES
Please see the floorplan in the center of this guide 
for details about the facilities in the building. 
Further information can be found on our website.

CONTACT  
Please visit our website for further information 
on exhibitions, programs and other ways to 
engage with the museum. 

mediamajlis.northwestern.edu

To inquire about any aspect of The Media Majlis, 
please email: mediamajlis@northwestern.edu  

or call +974 4454 5000 and select option 2.

SOCIAL MEDIA
Follow us on:
Twitter @themediamajlis
Instagram @themediamajlis
Facebook MediaMajlis

  

The Media Majlis at Northwestern University 
in Qatar is a museum dedicated to exploring 
journalism, communication and media. Through 
exhibitions, publications, programs and online 
resources we engage with themes that connect 
audiences to an ever-changing media landscape. 
Our interactive exhibition space uses digital 
technologies to challenge standard narratives and 
provide 360-degree views on global, regional and 
local stories. We aspire to represent the diversity 
of voices, perspectives, events and people that 
contributes to the evolving media world that 
surrounds and affects us all.

As a museum we believe there is always 
another side. The Media Majlis is an active 
space where visitors can participate, comment 
and engage. We do not simply collect and 
commemorate media and journalism in its 
physical forms, we create opportunities to explore 
and interact with its content and messages. 
Our exhibitions are a place where visitors can 
interrogate and be inspired by all forms of media, 
challenging preconceptions, delving into the why? 
and to what end?, not just the when? or the how? 

Since opening to the public in spring 2019 the 
museum’s exhibitions and programs have explored 
discussions ranging from the portrayals of Arab 
identity in film, to the changing uses of media 
in social change and by those who aim to bring 

issues and social awareness to wider audiences, 
and how smartphones have impacted journalism 
and the newsroom.

The museum is located in the Northwestern 
Qatar building in Education City. Inspired by Her 
Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, The Media 
Majlis is a central component of Northwestern 
Qatar, its educational mission and building. 

The Media Majlis is open to everyone—its 
presence extends Northwestern’s commitment to 
deliver a holistic education and to provide a site 
for learning and enjoyment for all residents of and 
visitors to Qatar. 

Welcome to the first 
media museum in the 
Arab world 

The Media Majlis follows and upholds all international 
museum best practice standards for the care, handling, 
provenance and attribution of objects, physical and digital.  
If you have information concerning an exhibition object  
or an update to an attribution, please contact the museum’s 
Registrar, at mediamajlis@northwestern.edu,  
or call +974 4454 5000.
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Program calendar
All events listed are open to the public. Tickets are required for all programs.  

> Visit the Exhibitions and Programs page of our website for further details on programs  
and participants, and for tickets.

> Both programs during spring 2022 will take place online, and will include simultaneous 
translation. 

February
Tues

15
Discussion: 
What Would You Die For?  
Exploring the Use of Digital in Persuasion 
Throughout history, humans have sacrificed, ‘sold their soul’, and 
risked their lives for the greater good. They have fought to the death 
to secure food and shelter, to protect loved ones, and to preserve 
culture, identity and honor. But what about today? 

Commissioned especially for The Media Majlis, a new installation 
work by Bahia Shehab explores the intensely personal yet universal 
question: what would you die for? The multi-screen digital 
installation interrogates its enormity and complexity, challenging us 
to think more deeply about the psychology, language and cultures of 
persuasion that shapes our lives.

Join us for a discussion with the artist, with insights into 
her research and the development of the work, which included 
contributions from students in Qatar, Egypt and UK.      

This program includes questions from the audience, and tickets are required.

> 6:30pm, Zoom Webinar 

March
Tues

15
Discussion: 
Multisensory Marketing
Effective communication has always combined the senses. Over the 
last 150 years, marketing has harnessed a wide range of media and 
technologies to promote brands and engage the emotions of the 
masses. From visual posters and press ads to audio and audiovisual 
radio, television and online advertising, the use of touch, smell and 
taste have been limited. But with the rise of sensory marketing and 
ASMR (Autonomous Sensory Meridian Response), advertising is 
opening up to the persuasive powers of multisensory communication 
to reach and diversify audiences.  

Sensory marketing, a growing field that draws on neuroscience 
and psychology, employs a wide and evolving range of digital media. 
This discussion, featuring Craig Richard, founder of ASMRUniversity.
com, will be moderated by Claire Dobbin, co-curator of the exhibition 
Unraveling Persuasion.     

This program includes questions from the audience, and tickets are required.

> 6:30pm, Zoom Webinar 

For further details on all these programs and exhibitions, visit our website at  
mediamajlis.northwestern.edu

Football is rarely out of media headlines. Matches, 
leagues, cups results are the core of sport media. 
Football also reaches mainstream news and 
current affairs agendas with stories about star 
players misbehaving, clubs facing bankruptcy, 
or television companies battling over broadcast 
rights. At the core of this struggle is an ongoing 
battle to control a game that has exploited its 
position as a key media content provider over the 
last century. 

Over the years football has become the 
most popular and beloved sport in the world. The 
media coverage of the game has reinforced and 
globalized this human sentiment. However, what 
would we find if we dared to look behind this 
glossy cover? 

Opening August 3, 2022

In summer 2022 we take the dare. Is it 
a beautiful game? investigates the multiple 
characters the media play when mediating 
football to the world as well as how football 
uses media for its own benefit. From fan culture 
to fanaticism, political influence, ethnical racism, 
and sports heroes, this exhibition brings all of 
them together through multiple voices—the fan, 
the professional, the media.

The game is now on, and it is your turn to 
know more about how football, media and ‘the 
beautiful game’ intertwine. Once you visit Is it a 
beautiful game? you will never be able to watch 
football in the same way again.

Is It a beautIful game?
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Welcome to Northwestern Qatar. Equipped with state-of-the-art technology, production  
facilities and classrooms, it is one of the largest campuses for media and communication  
anywhere in the world.

We invite you to explore the ground floor. Visit an exhibition at The Media Majlis, take a break  
in the Forum and watch the Media Wall with a hot or cold drink, visit the library, browse our 
Bookstore, or go outside to enjoy the courtyards and adjacent Oxygen Park.

We are an active and vibrant community and we welcome all visitors to engage with us and  
our home. Make use of the free wifi, take a seat to relax, and feel free to capture your experience  
in pictures. Out of respect for local cultural norms, please be considerate of other people using  
the space and ask permission before including anyone in your photos.

More details about access and facilities can be found below. If you have any queries, please  
speak to our staff at the information desk opposite the main entrance or, for more information 
about our facilities, please visit our website at mediamajlis.northwestern.edu.

Wheelchair access and accessibility
The Media Majlis, along with the whole of the 
building, is wheelchair accessible, including all 
bathrooms and drinking fountains. Motorized 
wheelchairs and service animals are welcome. 
Please visit the museum’s website to find out 
more about accessibility.

Wifi
Free wifi is available in the building. On your 
mobile device, with wifi switched on,  
select Guest-NUQ-Majlis from the available
services and accept the terms of service  
to connect.

Resources and recycling
As a LEED Gold–certified building, we
encourage resource-efficiency and recycling.
Recycling bins are located in all public areas.

CCTV
CCTV is used throughout the building as part  
of an integrated approach to safety and
security, as well as a way of improving the
visitor experience.

No-smoking
The whole of Northwestern Qatar is non-
smoking (no electronic or traditional cigarettes, 
pipes or cigars).

Bags and luggage
Neither The Media Majlis nor Northwestern 
Qatar has coat check or baggage storage 
facilities. No luggage or oversized backpacks 
are allowed in the building. Security personnel 
may ask to inspect any bag upon entry to  
the building.

Welcome to Northwestern










