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Welcome to Northwestern

Welcome to Northwestern University in Qatar (NU-Q). Equipped with state-of-the-art technology,
production facilities and classrooms, NU-Q is one of the largest campuses for media and
communication anywhere in the world. The building, which became our home in January 2017, was
designed by renowned American architect Antoine Predock, and incorporates elements inspired by
Qatar’s desert landscape and local culture.

We invite you to explore the ground floor. Visit an exhibition at The Media Majlis, take a break in the
Forum and watch the Media Wall with a hot or cold drink, visit the Library, browse our Bookstore, or
go outside to enjoy the courtyards and adjacent Oxygen Park.

NU-Q is an active and vibrant community and we welcome all visitors to engage with us and our
home. Make use of the free wifi, take a seat to relax and feel free to capture your experience in
pictures. In respect for local cultural norms, please be considerate of other people using the space
and ask for permission before including anyone in your photos.

Further details about access and facilities can be found below and on our website.
If you have any questions, please speak with our staff at the main entrance information desk.

0
Wheelchair access and accessibility
The Media Majlis, along with the whole of

the NU-Q building, is wheelchair accessible,
including all bathrooms and drinking fountains.
Motorized wheelchairs and service animals are
welcome. Please visit our website to find out
more about accessibility.

Wifi
Free wifi access is available in the NU-Q

building. On your mobile device, with wifi
switched on, select Guest-NUQ-Majlis from
the available services and accept the terms of
service to connect.

cliall
Courtyard

@ Resources and recycling

As a LEED Gold-certified building, NU-Q
encourages resource-efficiency and recycling.
To cut down on plastic waste, use the water
fountains that can be found throughout the

building. Recycling bins are located in all
public areas.

CCTV
CCTV is used throughout the NU-Q building 0 0 o
as part of an integrated approach to safety O
and security, as well as a way of improving the 2]_[& w & ﬁ

visitor experience.

No smoking
The whole of the NU-Q building is no smoking

(including electronic and traditional cigarettes,
pipes and cigars).

.."..II ua.g}QJI ... & .
Black Box

Bags and luggage

Neither The Media Majlis nor NU-Q has coat
check or baggage storage facilities.

No luggage or oversized backpacks are allowed
into the building.

Security personnel may request to inspect any
bag upon entry to the building.

fo_LLc'ijl JAJE Qo
Projection Theatre



Opening August 2020

Is the
smartphone
breaking
news?

Imagine a world without journalism. Without
reporters to interrogate the flow of events, or
media platforms to spread their stories far and
wide. How would this transform your experience
of the world? How would it change you? Imagine
life without any sense of what is happening in the
world—without an understanding of our common
moment and the common dramas uniting cities,
nations and the planet. Imagine life without a
culture of inquiry and interrogation, without
provocations, discussions and debates about the
meaning of passing events, without a chance to
form an opinion on what is happening today.
Imagine life without any perception of
different points of view. How would you see the
fault-lines in society if journalism did not reveal
political differences and the constant struggle for
justice and rights? Journalism makes the invisible
visible. Without it, it may be possible to imagine a
world, but it is impossible to imagine our world.
Now imagine a world without your
smartphone. This device is everywhere and
everyone seems to have one. Billions in use and
embedded within our contemporary culture
as an integral part of everyday life. Your phone
provides an instant connection to e-mail, social
networks and live TV. It has developed rapidly
from an adjunct accessory into an essential tool
and an extension of self. Today, the smartphone
has been embraced by, and is a witness to, a new
age of journalism. The device has had a profound

impact on the way we access and interact with
information, as well as on how information can be
generated and disseminated worldwide.

With a rapidly evolving media landscape,
the digital era is revolutionizing the production,
distribution and consumption of news. By doing
so, it continues to disrupt and transform how
journalism operates as an industry, is taught as a
discipline and perceived as a public institution.

In August 2020, we invite you to explore
the role of the smartphone in these changing
dynamics, as both a catalyst and a cause, a
blessing and a curse, with Breaking News? how
the smartphone changed journalism.

Join us in this discussion which incorporates
multiple perspectives from across theory
and practice, and contribute to its open and
exploratory conversations. This exhibition
encourages you to interrogate and engage—as
consumers of news, journalism professionals,
students—and provide your thoughts on
journalism and its role as an evolving expression
of the human desire for knowledge and truth. M

Breaking News? how the smartphone
changed journalism

Wednesday, August 26-Saturday,
December 12, 2020

#BreakingNews




Radio and the
politics of listening

During the golden era of
colonialism in the Middle
East and North Africa in
the mid-twentieth century,
state and independent
radio stations emerged,
established to construct a
unified Arab identity and
oppose imperialist rule.

Radio as a media platform proved to be an
effective tool in manufacturing and distributing
revolutionary ideas to the mass public. Radio’s
increasing popularity included both literate and
illiterate populations in the Middle East, through
the power of speech, music and strategic use of
language. It all started with Radio Bari in Italy,
extending their transmissions and Fascist agenda
to countries including Egypt, Algeria and Tunisia,
with Arabic language programming from 1934.
What followed from these broadcasts was a
groundswell of emerging radio stations dedicated
to Arabic programming across the diverse nations
of the Middle East.

Sawt al-Arab (‘Voice of the Arabs’) is the
most recognizable and arguably most effective
example, becoming popular not only in its home
country of Egypt but also promoting Arab
solidarity across nations throughout the Middle
East. The radio station, which began transmitting
in 1953, was created and conceptualized by
Egyptian President Jamal Abdel Nasser, who
was often featured on air—a charismatic orator
speaking directly to the masses. The station’s
programming and broadcast of Nasser’s
speeches played a crucial role in not only
informing and articulating the objectives of Arab
unity, but also in promoting a nationalist ideology
and anti-colonial sentiment in Lebanon, Syria
and the Gulf. However, what often appeared
as revolutionary or independent movements
were also potent brands of propaganda, still
remembered and effective today.

Following the example of Sawt al-Arab, radio
stations were created as a means of emotionally
connecting with Arab audiences. Examples are
numerous but include Free Radio Algeria in
Algeria, multiple channels in Yemen leading up
to and during the North Yemen Civil War (started

in 1962), and the Arabic broadcasts of Voice
of America, which in 2002 was controversially
rebranded as Radio Sawa, broadcasting from
Washington DC and Dubai, UAE.

Captive listening fulfilled strategic
objectives to manage local populations and
even transnational listeners under colonial rule,
and to promote and control state-sanctioned
ideologies. Later independence movements
would use the same tools to mobilize populations
against colonial rule and to create solidarity
across nations. Radio stations were of such
importance that they became strategic sites in
revolution, to be physically controlled and held
in order to create and maintain influence, and
as the primary means of communication to the
masses. The listening practices of gathering in
public spaces, and the subsequent sharing of
viewpoints, opinions and often opposition, was
the component of this medium which both state
and independent broadcasters could not control—
social and community engagement, and often
empowerment and group solidarity.

... radio stations were
created as a means of
emotionally connecting
with Arab audiences.

Today, radio does not hold the size of
audience it did 50 years ago, and we may
not congregate to listen to broadcasts or
serial programs on the sofa or in cafes to the
same extent as in the past. Yet, as we listen
to our favorite podcasts—probably alone, on
headphones—we might consider how we listen,
where we listen, and what type of community we
are taking part in today. B

Abelrahman Kamel is a recent graduate of UCL Qatar’s
Masters in Museum and Gallery Practice, during which he was
an intern and student researcher at The Media Majlis.

A personal reflection
on the power of

the image in female
dissent

It would seem since the beginning of time,
humankind has expressed their thoughts and
feelings in a public forum so that others may
understand. Early peoples engraved symbols
on walls that are still being decoded today.
Later came the written word and the advent

of printing—all in attempts to document the
observed, which often got mixed in with the
imagined. What we know for sure is that
humanity has forged and will continue to create
new technological advances to understand and
be understood.

As a filmmaker, | find the most revolutionary
tool that attempts to capture reality is the camera,
capturing the gaze of the beholder. However, a
camera cannot think for itself nor show what is
not there. Photography creates imagery which is
not neutral, used not only to express and convey

emotion but also often to make a statement to
persuade. Filmmaker and activist Susan Sontag
once said, “To photograph is to appropriate the
thing photographed. It means putting oneself
into a certain relation to the world that feels like
knowledge—and, therefore, like power.”

Women like Bushra Al Mutawakel (Yemen),
Shirin Neshat (Iran) and Ghada Khunji (Bahrain)
have delivered powerful messages by standing
in front of, as well as behind, the camera. Dissent
in their case is representing women from their
communities and allowing them to reclaim their
power through rendering them visible. Though the
images are silent, they serve as a significant voice
for the overlooked. W

Mariam A-Dhubhani (NU-Q class of 2019) worked as a
student researcher for From Visionaries to VIoggers.



The revolution
will go viral

In 2011 Cairo-based
photojournalist David
Degner captured a
moment within the
newsroom at organization
Mada Masr. An editor sits
at a workstation, looking
exhausted, and behind him
on a large whiteboard is

a sprawling mind map, at
the center of which is the
statement ‘Tahrir is Not a
Square’.

In the same vein, From Visionaries to VIoggers
is not an ‘Arab Spring’ exhibition. However, it is
about revolution and dissenting voices.

Major events in the last two decades,
including the rise of social media platforms and
the Arab uprisings of 2011, are evidence of the
shifting dynamic of engagement with media.
Multiple new media platforms have emerged
to respond to current events, challenging
and changing control of narratives, means of
production, and even the capital—many now
outside of geographical or social restrictions.

What we start to see is a pattern: the same
social, cultural, political issues recur and circle
back again for the next generation to grapple
with—the medium may change but the message
of [r]evolution is ever present. We see how
media can be ordered into a narrative and can be
constantly re-referenced, re-interpreted and re-
imagined as societies evolve. Media contributors,
users and creatives have overcome obstacles,
including censorship and exile, by innovating
new genres and identities. These ‘workarounds’,
however, are not new but part of the continually
evolving media landscape.

It is important to disrupt certain biases and
preconceived ideas about cultural production
which have been constructed by media, through
media, and of media from the Middle East. One

of these has been—and continues to be—that
the so-called Arab Uprisings were the beginning
of something, rather than a continuation of
discussions and debates which have been active
for centuries. An additional component of this
discussion is the presumption in many areas that
the preponderance of cultural production from
the region originates in or from Egypt. As this
exhibition shows, this is not the case.

However, there are key dissenting figures
from Egypt who may be less well-known but
through their use of media—moving from protest
on the streets to modes of expression such as
print and theatre—have been highly influential.
Therefore, figures such as writer and feminist
Doria Shafik, journalist Rose Al Yussef and author
and activist Nawal El Saadawi feature in this
exhibition and its accompanying publication.

Neither museums, nor individual exhibitions,
are neutral spaces, and they never have been.
Embracing this aspect rather than attempting
to suppress it this exhibition assembles stories
which attempt to make plain the influences of
media in our societies—discussing perspectives
and highlighting voices from across the spectrum
which have been overlooked, underrepresented,
or sidelined at different points in time. As with The
Media Majlis ethos of a/lways another side, bringing
together voices which have not shared space
together before creates opportunities for greater
debate. This attempts to minimize individuals and
collectives who would present their perspectives
as the ‘whole story’ at the expense of others. This
exhibition and its discussions include media that
was once suppressed, even in recent history, only
to be re-framed in a new perspective years later.

From Visionaries to VIoggers does not follow
a linear timeline—no consideration of media can
be thought of in this way. Thematic discussions
allow for the consideration of mu’allaga poets
in the seventh century, who used their voices to
render their everyday surroundings, alongside a
global personality such as vlogger Nas Daily who
picked up his phone to viog for the same reason.

So, what does this mean for the futures of
activism through media in the Middle East?

We invite you to embrace your role in the media
[rlevolution by connecting, contributing and
sharing your voice:

#fromvisionaries2vloggers
#mediarevolutions

Above: The Online Dialogues, 100 Days (2019) by Aala Sharfi.
Reproduced courtesy of Aala Sharfi.

Major events in the

last two decades,
including the rise of social
media platforms and the
Arab uprisings of 2011,
are evidence of the
shifting dynamic of
engagement with media.




Welcome to the first

Mmedia museum In the
Arab world

OPENING HOURS

The Media Majlis is open to all visitors:

Saturday 10:00am—5:00pm
Sunday—Thursday 12:30pm—5:00pm

Closed on Fridays

The Media Maijlis at Northwestern University

in Qatar (NU-Q) is a museum dedicated to
exploring journalism, communication and media.
Through exhibitions, publications, programs and
online resources we engage with themes that
connect audiences to an ever-changing media
landscape. Our interactive exhibition space
brings people together, using the latest digital
technologies to challenge standard narratives
and provide 360-degree views on global,
regional and local stories.

The Media Majlis is an active space where
visitors can participate, comment and engage. We
do not simply collect and commemorate media
and journalism in its physical forms, we create
opportunities to explore and interact with its
content and messages. Our exhibitions are a place
where visitors can interrogate and be inspired by
all forms of media, challenging preconceptions,
delving into the why? and to what end?, not
just the when? or the how? As a museum we
believe there is always another side. We aspire to
represent the diversity of voices, perspectives,
events and people that contributes to the evolving
media world that surrounds and affects us all.

The museum is located in the NU-Q building
in Education City. Inspired by Her Highness
Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, The Media Majlis is
a central component of NU-Q, its educational
mission and building. NU-Q is one of the 12

LOCATION

The Media Majlis can be found on the ground floor
of Northwestern University in Qatar, located in
Education City between Georgetown University in
Qatar and the College of Islamic Studies, opposite
the Sidra Medical and Research Center. Visit our
website for maps and up-to-date information on
possible roadworks and road changes in the area.

TRANSPORTATION AND PARKING

The NU-Q building has ample parking within easy
walking distance and a drop-off area outside.
Before visiting please check our website for full
directions and details.

FACILITIES

Please see the floorplan in the center of this
guide for details about the facilities in the NU-Q
building. Further information can be found on
our website.

schools that comprise Northwestern University,
the first of which was established in 1851 in
Evanston, lllinois, USA. Founded in 2008 in
partnership with Qatar Foundation, NU-Q draws
from its parent organization a distinguished
history, famous programs and an exceptional
faculty. At its campus in Doha, Northwestern
provides a framework through which students
explore the world—and ultimately shape its
future—through programs in communication,
journalism and liberal arts, as well as research and
thought leadership. The Media Majlis is open to
everyone—its presence extends Northwestern’s
commitment to deliver a holistic education and to
provide a site for learning and enjoyment for all
residents of and visitors to Qatar.

NU-Q is grateful to Her Highness Sheikha
Moza and Qatar Foundation for their support
of The Media Majlis, and to the many staff of
the Foundation and associated entities who
contributed to the development of the project. B

The Media Majlis follows and upholds all international
museum best practice standards for the care, handling,
provenance and attribution of objects, physical and digital.
If you have information concerning an exhibition object or
an update to an attribution, please contact the museum’s
Registrar at majlis-registrar@qgatar.northwestern.edu

or call +974 4454 5000.

CONTACT

Please visit our website for further information
on exhibitions, programs and other ways to
engage with the museum.

mediamajlis.northwestern.edu

To inquire about any aspect of The Media Majlis,
please email: mediamajlis@northwestern.edu

or call +974 4454 5000.

SOCIAL MEDIA

Follow us on:

Twitter @themediamaijlis
Instagram @themediamajlis
Facebook TheMediaMaijlis
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Your guide to The Media Majlis,
its exhibitions and programs

MAJLIS

The Media Majlis is a museum open to all, exploring media, communication and journalism

mediamajlis.northwestern.edu

From Visionaries
to Vioggers:

media revolutions
IN the Middle East

January 15-June 13, 2020

Where the first poets of the Arabian Peninsula
used words to paint pictures and share

stories, centuries of visionaries have followed
who addressed the issues of their day by re-
interpreting, re-referencing and re-imagining
the past. Where the backdrop was once market
squares, coffee shops or universities, greater
access to media invited greater discussion and
protest to enter into everyday spaces via print,
theatre, television and the Internet.

From Visionaries to VIoggers charts the great
shifts in the cultural paradigm, where revolutions
in media have raised social awareness and driven
social change, reflecting the diversity of cultural
production from all over the Middle East. Discover
how the role of the storyteller has evolved in
the digital age, and how thinkers and creators
continue to innovate—through the Internet to tell
stories, or even reverting to traditional media to
get their messages across.

How does the evolving role of media in our
everyday lives change us—does the [r]evolution
continue? M

Left: Deal With It (2018) by Shahad Nazer. Reproduced
courtesy of Shahad Nazer.

In this issue ...

About The Media Majlis

The revolution will go viral

Radio and the politics of listening
The power of image in female dissent
Opening August 2020

Welcome to Northwestern
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Bookstore

While visiting us, take a look in the university
Bookstore, located next to the main entrance
information desk. The Bookstore features a range
of Media Majlis and Northwestern University in
Qatar (NU-Q) merchandize and publications.
Want to know more about the subjects
and stories explored in our exhibition? From
Visionaries to VIoggers: media revolutions in the
Middle East is accompanied by an illustrated
publication. Part of our Voices and Conversations
series, this is available in English and Arabic at
a special price in the Bookstore, and features
13 essays and interviews exploring the pasts,
presents and futures of media revolutions.
The NU-Q Bookstore is open to everyone
during Media Maijlis opening hours. W

Programs at The Media Majlis

We offer a range of discussions, screenings and
talks to accompany our exhibitions. Join us for
a series of events this spring exploring aspects
of From Visionaries to Vloggers, including lively
discussions with leading academics, filmmakers,
visual creatives and thought leaders.

A full program calendar can be found
on page 5. Our programs are open to all and
include simultaneous translation. Full details and
information on tickets and accessibility can be
found on our website:
mediamajlis.northwestern.edu B




